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COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course will familiarize the students with the domestic political systems of two industrialized countries inside Europe.  These countries will be chosen by the class as a whole at the start of the course.  Topics include elections, political culture, economic, social, and other domestic policies, political issues, political parties, media, electoral law and reform, budget, constitutional framework, legislative and administrative processes, political structure, voting behavior, and political cleavages, among others. Questions to be examined include: how and why do people vote? How does a leader of a political party do his job? What is the role of the media in elections?
COURSE FORMAT 


The course promotes active learning through several established methods, including the classroom role playing simulation; and a formalization of the Socratic method of structured open-ended questions for supporting analysis. The classroom role playing simulation is used at the University of Toronto by Sandford Borrins, at University of Delaware, and at Dalhousie University, but established extensively in the literature.  See James R. Woodworth, W. Robert Gump, Camelot, A Role Playing Simulation For Political Decision Making (Homewood, Ill. : Dorsey Press, 1982); Charles Walcott, Simple Simulations : A Guide To The Design And Use Of Simulation/Games In Teaching Political Science  (Washington : American Political Science Association, C1976); and Lawrence V. Gould, Jr.,  Scenario, Canada And The United European Community : A Simulation Exercise, (Halifax, N.S.: Centre For Foreign Policy Studies, Dept. Of  Political Science, Dalhousie University, 1979). The formalization of the Socratic method of structured open-ended questions for supporting analysis, i.e. the worksheet system, is similar to the structured open-ended question system advocated by Robert R. Blake and Jane S. Mouton, in " What's New With The Grid?" Asia Pacific Journal of Human Resources, Vol. 16, No. 4, 41-46 (1979).  The method itself is broadly established in the university classroom in a variety of disciplines.  See Marshall DG, "Socratic Method And The Irreducible Core Of Legal Education," Minnesota Law Review 90 (1): 1-17 Nov 2005; Carey T and Mullan R, "What Is Socratic Questioning?" Psychotherapy 41 (3): 217-226 Fall 2004; Morrell K, "Socratic Dialogue As A Tool For Teaching Business Ethics," Journal Of Business Ethics 53 (4): 383-392 Sep 2004; Malacinski Gm, "Student-Oriented Learning: An Inquiry-Based Developmental Biology Lecture Course," International Journal Of Developmental Biology 47 (2-3): 135-140 Sp. Iss. Si 2003; Parkinson Mg, Ekachai D, "The Socratic Method In The Introductory PR Course: An Alternative Pedagogy,” Public Relations Review 28 (2): 167-174 Jun 2002; Holt C, "Teaching Economics With Classroom Experiments: A Symposium," Southern Economic Journal 65 (3): 603-610 Jan 1999; Siebert U, "Teaching Without Preaching - Leonard Nelson's Neo-Socratic Method," Zeitschrift Fur Padagogik 44 (3): 432-435 May-Jun 1998; Holme Ta, "Using The Socratic Method In Large Lecture Course - Increasing Student Interest And Involvement By Forming Instantaneous Groups," Journal Of Chemical Education 69 (12): 974-977 Dec 1992; Ponge D., "The Socratic Method Produces Enlightened Employees," Quality Progress 25 (1): 104-104 Jan 1992; Guliuzza F, "In-Class Debating In Public-Law Classes As A Complement To The Socratic Method," Political Science & Politics 24 (4): 703-705 Dec 1991.  Dr. Paquette’s pedagogy has been published in reviewed publications, except for the use of the wiki, which is new.
LEARNER OUTCOMES 


This course teaches independent critical thinking through the use of research and analytical essays; this course teaches social awareness by requiring that the student know the social and environmental policies of the countries studied, how those policies are advocated by different political parties, and how it affects voting behaviour. This course teaches leadership through the team work and role play simulations.
GRADING 


Country I Wiki……………………………………………..…...10%

Country II Wiki……………………………….……………..…10%
Worksheets, Country I………………………….…...................30%

Worksheets, Country II……………………..…….…………….30%
Participation, simulation I........………………….………….….10%

Participation, simulation II………….…………………………..10%
There is a guide on WEB-CT on worksheets, which are to be completed individually.  The professor will post a guide to the grading of the non-public wikis during the first week of term.  These may be completed in groups. Participation grades will be assigned by fellow participants in the simulation according to the format assigned to the professor, up to half of the participation grade. The professor will grade the second half. also available in that guide. These are to be completed individually.  All assignments must be properly sourced using the Chicago Manual of Style. The goal of these assignments is to reach a consensus on the basis of which the role play simulations can take place. The participation grade reflects the presentation of cases and/or the rendering of judgments or decisions during the role-play simulation.

In general, the instructor awards grade on the following criteria:

· The student did an excellent job:  8/10 

· When reading the student’s work, the instructor learns something: 9/10

· The student’s work is better than the instructor could have produced: 10/10
COURSE SCHEDULE

The course schedule is subject to change. Students are expected to determine for themselves which readings in the texts and identified in the relevant wiki need to be done. A research workshop with the Paterson Library is provided.
Week 1 
Class 1
Introduction to the course structure and requirements

Week 2
Class 1
Introduction to the theory and history of comparative politics 



Class 2
Introduction to the theory and history of comparative politics

Week 3


research workshop (library); workshop on written assignment I

Weeks 4-7


role play simulation I

Week 8


workshop on worksheets
Week 9-12


role play simulation II

Week 12


workshop on worksheets
REQUIRED TEXT
Comparative Politics, Hauss and Smith, Thomson, 5th edition.
ASSESSMENT AND ROLE OF THE INSTRUCTOR

The professor commits herself to the idea that students only learn what they themselves say, do, or write, and that classroom time should be used as much as possible for what cannot be learned any other way.  The professor designs the course and the course requirements, set expectations for students to meet, coaches students through their strategies and role plays, assists them in their preparation for written assignments, examinations and participation grades, and resolves any conflicts and answers questions regarding student activities within the course.  The professor’s performance is assessed in a variety of ways: formally through the student evaluations at the end of the course; informally through short discussions at irregular intervals during class, and through interactions with individual or smaller groups of students; and through an ongoing assessment of student performance in all aspects of assigned work.  The professor commits herself to reflecting on her practice as a teacher, to creativity, innovation and experimentation in the classroom, to take chances, to make mistakes, and to be held accountable by her students for those commitments. 
LATE POLICY



Students may hand in worksheets at any time during the part of term devoted to a particular organization.  Late penalties on assignments are 10% for part or all of the first 24 hours, 20% for part or all of the second 24 hours, 40% for part or all of the third 24 hours if the professor has not completed the grading for all assignments handed in.  Once grading is completed by the professor, no late assignments will be accepted.  In accordance with university policy, assignments up to 10% of the final mark can be handed in on the final week of classes. Students who fail to participate in class when other students must rely on that participation to do their own work will automatically fail the course.

POLICY ON ACADEMIC FRAUD



Students are urged to consult the policy and procedures of the Student Code of Behavior under which they agree to work by registering at Lakehead University. This policy specifies misrepresentation of the authorship of graded work and submission of the same work in more than one course without written permission of the professor as examples of fraud.  A professor who does not apply for sanctions under this code is negligent in his/her professional obligations. 

